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ABSTRACT: 

This research paper attempts to examine and explore female 

sufferings and alienation in Anita Desai’s novels “Cry The Peacock” 

and “Voices in the city”. Maya is the main Protagonist of Desai’s 

very first novel “Cry The Peacock”. The novelist presents the 

sufferings and alienation after her marriage and also presents the 

happiness before marriage at her father’s house. Maya wants to see 

the image of her father in her husband Gautama, but Gautama is busy 

in his vocational affairs. Gautama could not give too much time to Maya. He was indifferent 

towards Maya’s pain, misery and sufferings. Gautama’s indifferent behavior became the reason 

of Maya’s alienation in this novel. She was deprived from husband’s Love and care. On the other 

hand Monisha the main character of Desai’s novel “Voices in the city” is also suffering from the 

same problem. Like Maya, Monisha is also a married girl, Monisha live in a large joint family 

with her in-Laws. After that she feels herself completely alienated and isolated from her 

husband, from her in-laws and from the outside world. Anita Desai’s female characters are 

suffering from isolation, social isolation, and cultural isolation from family and self isolation. 

This paper attempts to highlight, thought the study of the novels, how Anita Desai’s has 

portrayed the problems of Alienation and sufferings of female characters in her novels. Anita 

Desai’s is concerned about the status of Indian women in our society. Being a female novelist 

she knows very well about the complexities of Indian women. Indian women struggle for 

freedom, existence and equality with men Desai presents in her novels the real condition of 

Indian women. 
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Introduction: 

Anita Mazumdar Desai born on 24
th

 June 1937 is an Indian English novelist. As a writer she has 

been shortlisted for the booker prize 3times. She is a winner of Sathiya Akadami Award. She 

had four children and Anita Desai’s daughter Kiran Desai’s is also a winner of Booker prize. 

Anita Desai’s is a well known feminist. Being a female she actually feels the isolation of women. 

Anita Desai’s portrays all the female characters very sensitively, and her female characters are 

best appreciated in their psychological depth. Her characters do not belong to one age group but 

are from different age groups. Maya the heroine of Anita Desai’s novel is a suffering soul. Anita 

Desai’s portrays the suffering, isolation, frustration and helplessness of her female characters. 

There sufferings are not external but internal. Anita Desai’s goes in deep to find out the real 

pathetic conditions of women. Anita Desai’s bring out the suffering of women as a daughter, as a 

wife, as a sister, as a mother, and in the four walls of the house hold the women are force to live 

a life of isolation and misery. 


